
“The Only Thing that Counts”

“The Test of Faith”
James 1:2

“The ONLY THING that counts is faith expressing itself in love.” Gal. 5:6

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.”  James 1:2-4

I. Why does our faith need to be tested?

1. The test reveals how much of “us” is still alive.  (Gal. 2:20)

2. To produce perseverance  - Not passive resistance but active confrontation.

3. To make us mature – fit for the task for which you were created.

4. To make us complete – perfect in every way.

5. So we will lack nothing – no deficiencies

6. To reveal the quality of your faith. 

7. To create conviction not condemnation.

II. How is our faith tested?

1. God allows trials to test our faith. 

 Trial – to prove the value of something

2.   There are two basic types of trials we will face.

 Inner trials – temptations
 Outer trials – persecution or suffering

3.   Trials come from Satan, God or the natural consequences of being alive.

 When from Satan, stand on God’s Word. (Matthew 4)
 When from God, accept as discipline. (Heb. 12:5-11)
 When from life, prayerfully persevere. (Jms. 1:2-4



III. How should we respond to the test of our faith?

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith…” Heb. 12:2

1. Consider it pure joy.

2. Joy and happiness are not synonymous.

3. Joy is not dependent on the natural but is dependent on the spiritual.

4. Earthly results are not the objective of our faith.  (Heb. 11:35-40, Jn. 20:24-29)

“ Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to 
us.” Rom. 5:3-5

Questions for discussion in your Groups InCommon

1. What trials have you faced in life and how have you responded to them?
2. What are some the scriptures you stand on when facing trials?
3. How do you practice “dying to self” on a daily basis?
4. How have you seen the maturity of God develop in you as a result of trials?
5. What do you think would be missing from your character had it not been for a trial?
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