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“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala, went to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. She came running to (the disciples) and 
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him.”…
Mary stood outside the tomb crying.”  John 20:1-10

“As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’
body had been…they asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she
said, “And I don’t know where they have put Him.” At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus, “Woman” He said, “Why are you crying? Who is it 
you are looking for?” John 20:10-15

What is it that you are looking for?
 

 I hope in something positive however small or fleeting. 
 I hope in the people that lead us.
 I hope in our economy.
 I hope in my own goodness.
 I hope that, after I die, I will not find myself in inescapable and terrible trouble, face to face

with a God I didn’t believe in.

“If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 1 Cor. 15:32

What if you’re wrong?

Through Jesus you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified him, and so 
your faith and hope are in God. 1 Peter 1:21

1. My faith and hope are in God, who provides me with everything I need for a life of 
joy and purpose.

 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Rom. 12:12

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance 

taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.” Rom. 15:4

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”.  1Peter 1:3



2. My faith and hope are in God, who in the midst of great trial and suffering 
strengthens me.

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people!”  Pope John Paul II

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” Heb. 10:23

“We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produce perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope.” Romans 5:3-5

3. My faith and hope are in God, who I will see face to face after this life, robbing death 
of fear.

“Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that 

you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.”  1 Thess. 4:13

“If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” 1 Cor. 15:19 

“While we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ” Titus 2:13

What if a Christian is wrong?

“God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 

have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged.” Heb. 6:18

“Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward Him and cried out….I have seen the Lord.” 
John 20:16-19
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